








Expanding Renewables 

Dominion Energy has greatly expanded 
renewable energy since 2013. From 2013 
to present, the company has grown its 
solar fleet from near zero to more than 
1,700 megawatts in service or under 
development nationally, with the majority 
located in Virginia and North Carolina. 

In July 2018, the company announced 
that it would have an additional 3,000 
megawatts of renewable energy in 
service or under development by the 
beginning of 2022. This is an aggressive 
schedule for fulfilling the policy goal 
of 5,000 megawatts of wind or solar 
generation in service by 2028 that 
was established in Virginia’s Grid 
Transformation and Security Act of 2018 
(GTSA), which deems the increase in 
wind and solar generation to be in the 
public interest. In the summer of 2018, 
the company took initial steps towards 
this goal by filing for regulatory approval 
of 240 megawatts of regulated solar as 
well as a 12-megawatt offshore wind 
pilot project. The latter is a vital first 
step in tapping the potential of wind off 
the coast of Virginia—one of the Atlantic 
Coast’s most robust energy resources. 
This pilot project is being constructed in 
partnership with Ørsted Energy, a world 
leader in offshore wind development 

Within its regulated service territory 
in Virginia, the majority of the company’s 
solar development to date has been in 

the form of unregulated partnerships 
with individual large customers or 
groups of large customers. This reality 
reflects initial regulatory apprehension 
about renewable energy as well as the 
company’s desire to meet customer 
demand for renewable energy. 

These partnerships have involved the 
development of Virginia’s first large-scale 
solar facilities, an 80-megawatt facility 
on the Eastern Shore of Virginia and a 
100-megawatt facility in Southampton 
County, Virginia. Dominion Energy also 
entered into a unique partnership with 
the Commonwealth of Virginia and the 
United States Navy to deploy a nearly 
20-megawatt solar project on the site of 
the East Coast Master Jet Base at Naval 
Air Station Oceana in Virginia Beach. 

Dominion Energy has also entered 
into multiple partnerships with the 
University of Virginia and a broad-
ranging partnership with Facebook. In 
addition, the company has partnered 
with the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology on the development of 
a solar facility in North Carolina. 

Maintaining Competitive 
Advantage 

Dominion Energy’s reliable service and 
affordable prices are key competitive 
and quality of life advantages for the 
communities we serve. While our 

customers want energy that is clean, 
reliable and affordable, we recognize that 
transitioning to a lower carbon future 
comes with a cost. Dominion Energy 
is very intentional about managing 
the transition responsibly to support 
continued affordability for our customers. 
Accordingly, we have carefully integrated 
our strategy to ensure continued 
reliability and affordability while 
meeting our carbon commitments. 
This integrated, “all of the above” 
strategy includes investments in both 
traditional and renewable generation, 
as well as energy storage work and 
the infrastructure needed to reliably 
and affordably deploy clean energy. 

The company also has invested in 
energy efficiency. We have developed 
programs to help customers use less 
energy, such as our Smart Cooling 
Rewards program, which provides 
residential customers with an annual 
bill credit in exchange for permitting 
the installation of a cycling switch on 
air-conditioning units that cycle units 
on and off during peak load times. The 
company also offers a variety of energy 
efficiency programs for non-residential 
customers, such as those providing 
incentives for installing more efficient 
lighting, heating and cooling systems. 

In October 2018, the company filed a 
request with Virginia’s State Corporation 
Commission (SCC) for permission to 
invest $262 million over five years for 
11 energy efficiency and conservation 
programs. That request makes up 
the first installment under the GTSA, 
where the company will propose to 
invest $870 million in regulated assets, 
along with another $130 million in 
energy assistance and weatherization 
programs, over the next decade. 

The GTSA will enable Dominion 
Energy to expand weatherization and 
energy efficiency programs it operates 
through a longstanding initiative called 
EnergyShare, which helps low-income 
customers pay their energy bills and 
reduce their energy costs. Expanding 
these efforts is expected to increase 
the degree to which the company can 
help customers lower their carbon 
footprint. It will also help insulate 
them—in the most literal sense—from 
extreme weather, thereby helping 
to reduce peak loads and enhancing 
the resilience of the electric grid. 
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